MEG Management Committee meeting

16.01.2008, 14:00hrs, West Wing Seminar Room, CBU

Minutes
Present:  Friedemann Pulvermuller, Rik Henson, Yury Shtyrov, Rhodri Cusack, Rob Anthony, Oleg Korzyukov, Olaf Hauk, Maarten Van Casteren, Georgie Morrill (minutes)
1. Apologies for absences 

· Clare Dine (operating)
· Gary Chandler

2. Matters arising 
YS reported that he has had two requests for compensation regarding lost slots - the first being Lolly Tyler from CSLB.  Alex Clarke from CSLB had 2 pilot slots before Christmas and they were unaware that these both counted as actual recording time with a subject.  They used 1 slot for empty room recording and would like to have an extra slot back in return.  It was decided by all that they were aware of the pilot process beforehand and should not be compensated for this but apparently was given some Helium Refill time anyway to help them out.  All researchers should be well prepared in advance of their pilots.  

The second request was from Fruzsina who lost some recording time because the system was playing up, which was our fault.  It was decided that she will be given an extra slot as soon as one becomes available.  Kambiz has finished his recording so there might be one available there.  FP pointed out that any of the lost recording time should be reflected on the lab stats spreadsheet.  GM said that this was difficult if not clear on the lab log sheets.  MvC suggested that they could be clearer and it was agreed that GM can add another column to the log sheet where you tick if the recording was successful.  RC pointed out that we shouldn’t encourage too much blame when things go wrong with the machine though as we want to keep up a good relationship – especially with partners.
RH suggested that we should advertise the fact that researchers could use the Helium Refill time if they needed to sort out settings etc.  YS said that an e-mail wouldn’t be appropriate but FP suggested putting this on the Wiki.  

Action: YS to reply to Lolly and Fruzsina, GM to amend lab log sheets, GM to speak to MvC about wording for wiki.
3. Minutes from the last meeting
The last minutes were approved (19/12/07) but the minutes from 05/12/07 still need approving.
4. Computing
RA reported that 3 x workstations have been ordered with 2 screens each, plus a disk controller.  
The new workstations will provide full desktop access to MNE, Freesurfer and Neuromag applications. Desktop use is preferable because of OpenGL issues via VNC. It was clarified that remote use of MNE and Freesurfer via VNC is complicated but a solution will soon be tested.

RA also reported that there are 6 new rack-mounted machines for the user room.  A 24” LCD widescreen is on order which can be used for the big VNC session if it works okay.  This will be tested out when it arrives.  The MCE temporary license has expired so RA is working on obtaining a full permanent license.

FP queried the status of MCE licences, and it was clarified that the version 1.4 which only runs on Linux is still beta-testing, therefore Neuromag does not provide permanent licences for it until it is fully released. HP version (MCE 1.3) should have a permanent licence.

FP suggested that 1.4 should always be available and that we need stability in case, for example, this license runs out.

YS brought up the issue of partners obtaining their data.  RA said that this should be relatively easy to sort.  IT just need the details of the partner so they can set up a username and password, and then this can be pulled from the box in the server room.  Each partner will have their own stream so no one can see anyone else’s data.  YS asked about GSK and RH stated that their data will stay put until needed, and then could be transferred to disk and taken away for analysing.  FP suggested that visitors like Bert Capelle can do this if they have no time to analyse before they leave.  It was suggested that maybe we could have a spare stream in case any new partner needs to use so that it is already set up.  RA will discuss with Vlasta.
Action: RA to test new LCD widescreen, discuss spare streaming for data access with Vlasta, and look into HP login issues. RH to e-mail partner details to RA.
5. Lab Business and Progress

5.1  Sound insulation, progress - When Elekta visited, they did all that they could for now by improving the door seal.  MvC reported that one suggestion would be to mask noise of voices with a noise on the same spectrum, or to use ear protectors/ear plugs.  Ear plugs could be a risk but it was suggested that the intercom could be connect to ear protectors

5.2  Acquisition software – to be discussed at next meeting

5.3  Simultaneous MEG and EEG recordings - There is an error with digitising EEG electrodes when more than 60 channels are recorded. The workaround involves marking channels 61-64 as EEG and digitising them along with the other channels.

5.4  MEG Operator / Researcher Qualification Procedure – MvC reported that the operators have had a couple of people sit in for training.  YS has had a few researchers interested: Dan Wakeman, Danny Mitchell, Lisa Brindley, Elias Mouchlianitus and Anna Shestakova from CSL.  It was decided that anyone interested should e-mail megadmin@mrc-cbu.cam.ac.uk.

5.5 Eye tracker – There is a presentation on Thursday 17th at 12:30pm in the Lecture Theatre.

5.6 Visual supine stimulation – Previously Dan Wakeman said he would be happy to produce the design for this.  YS reported that the one in York was of a very simple design so we could use a similar idea.
5.7  Foot pedal – OH reported that this is ready and GC just has to fit the optics and then it will be tested.
5.8 Other issues – YS reported that the Elekta visit went okay.   They were very much self-sufficient and seemed to check the boards but didn’t disassemble anything.  They found nothing wrong except some double grounding which was caused by foil touching from the air-conditioning duct.  OH suggested that this can be checked daily by continuing with the empty room recordings which can be analysed.  FP said this would be very useful and maybe graph could be used.  YS reported that there are also a couple of bad channels.
YS mentioned the purchasing of a degausser.  GC asked YS to assess the risks and so far it seems there are proper safety certificates for this.  It could however interfere with any metal in the heart (like pacemakers etc) so it was agreed that it would only be used to detect metal in the head (like braces) or below rib area.  
Action:  YS to report all issues to Elekta and complete risk assessment for degausser. MvC to get design for VSS and liaise with GC,  MvC to liaise with Dan regarding analysing of morning empty room recordings.
6. GSK Update

RH reported that the final agreement was signed on 1st January 2008 but there are issues with the timeline which RH isn’t happy about.  Basically the Post Doc won’t be in post until around Easter time but GSK want to start recording before that (Pilots are in February).  He would like to try and persuade them to start a little later when we have the Post Doc who will do the operating.  Otherwise this will fall on our current operators who are already doing too much.  There will be 2 per day from 7:30am-11:00am and the aim is to get 100 recordings before December 2008. GM will book 1 morning per week from March to June, and 2 mornings per week from July to December.  Any bookings that aren’t need will be cancelled within good notice.  RH asked if YS and MvC or OK to be involved in short listing and interviewing.  YS agreed and MvC and OK to let RH know.
Action: RH to speak to GSK about delaying slots.  GM to book GSK slots in the scheduler, MvC and OK to let RH know who will do short listing and interviewing for Post Doc.
7. Lab Statistics for 2007

GM showed the committee the spreadsheet showing the statistics for 2007 which look impressive.  An increase in lab usage is very clear.  FP pointed out that percentages between used recording hours and slots were quite different for December so GM will double check info.

Action: GM to check percentages and discuss with FP.
8. Any other business (AOB) 
RH reported that the meeting last week in York wasn’t very impressive but he did get a chance to talk to Gary.  Apparently there are around 60 people in the UK doing MEG.  The next meeting will be held in Oxford and the one following that will be in Cambridge which RH hopes will be fairly easy to organise.
MvC brought up the issue with the projector.  When the computer is booted up whilst the projector is off, it doesn’t recognise it is there.  MvC will put instructions of what to do on the Wiki and a sign on the projector.

YS also pointed out that there is an audit of MEG Lab usage on 23rd and 24th of January.
9. Date of the next meetings (DOTNM)
Wednesday 30th January at 2pm in the WWSR.
