MEG Management Committee meeting

30.04.2010, 14:00hrs, West Wing Seminar Room, CBU

Minutes
· Present:  Friedemann Pulvermuller, Rik Henson, Danny Mitchell, Yury Shtyrov, Maarten Van Casteren, Rob Anthony, Georgie Morrill, Gary Chandler.
1. Apologies for absences
· Clare Cook

· Olaf Hauk

2. Matters arising 
GSK Schizophrenia study: FP informed the committee that GSK have asked to change their contract.  They wish to stop the neuroscience funding by the end of 2010 (so the CBU have to finish any schizophrenia related experiments by then), and because they are struggling to get willing patients to take part in the study, they would like to decrease the amount of patients being tested from 27 to a minimum of 18 (plus the same number of healthy control subjects).
FP has asked that GM produce a spreadsheet to show exactly how many controls and patients have been recorded in the MEG lab for GSK Schizophrenia study since it started and contrast these with the number of slots that had been booked (and not cancelled) and therefore have to be paid for by GSK .
Action: GM to produce GSK Schizo figures for next meeting. 
3. Minutes of the last meeting
Approved.
4. Computing
RA reported that the new Stimulus delivery machines are in stock and he is working on virus prevention solution with GC.
Maxfilter 2.1 is currently on one machine (58) and RH reminded the committee that version 2.0 is still on the older machines (new machines start from 43).  YS informed all that Elekta are due to fix any problems with 2.1 by June so it was decided by the committee that we should wait until then, but certainly by September before installing 2.1 on other machines. YS brought up the face that there is still the issue of MCE licenses and that we should have been sent a disc with the latest version.  YS would like Matlab installed on machine 58.
Action: RA to install Matlab and MCE on 58, and to hold back from installing Maxfilter 2.1 on other machines until further update.

RA reported that there is still the issue of the database on the data acquisition machine.  It is currently on the central network storage space, and if that is unavailable, you can’t use the MEG system.  The plan is to copy the database locally but MvC mentioned that it really needs to be accessible for data analysis, so RA suggested running it from a local copy and having R-Sync synchronising it across to a network copy.

Action: RA to coordinate database move.
5. Lab business and progress
5.1.  SOPs
MvC presented page 17 to the committee which is regarding Age Equality.  The CBU need ot explain why they don’t scan under 18’s in general.  RH suggested having a look at the general MRC policy and see if we can cross-reference this in this section rather than writing the policy, so that it doesn’t have to be updated every time the policy changes.  The Committee agreed this was a good idea.
Action: MvC liaise with Anthea about MRC general policy for Age Equality.
5.2. Other Issues
FP reported that as the MEG lab is so busy at present and that until the new operator gets up to speed, he suggested reducing the slots per day to 3 instead of 4 to take the pressure off CC and MvC.  This was agreed.

Action: GM to book out 1 slot per day in the resource scheduler.

6. MEG lab stats for April
In April, the MEG lab was operational 120 hours, with 148 hours available for experimental studies amounting to 81 percent used time.

Looking ahead, May is looking rather quiet after the 2nd week but we are expecting more bookings to come soon as some MEG projects have recently been approved by the IMC.

7. New MEG Operator
YS updated the committee:  Lucy MacGregor is starting next week but won’t be up to speed for at least a month and will only be required to operate for 25% of her work time.  The rest of her time will be taken up with data analysis support and her own research.

8. AOB
MvC mentioned that Matthias Schulz had run an MEG experiment without qualified Operator support, and that problems had been occurring. YS reminded the Committee that Matthias does not have MEG Operator status. FP said that operating of non-operators should be avoided, following the SOPs of the CBU MEG laboratory. FP suggested that he would discuss with Matthias if he would like to become an MEG Operator. Unless Matthias is qualified as an Operator himself, he will always run MEG experiments together with a qualified MEG Operator in future.
Action: FP to speak to Matthias.

RH asked when the last “Name and Support” event was, and that we were probably due for another.  GM/FP reported that it was about a year ago and FP suggested that GM produce an updated spreadsheet for the next meeting showing ongoing/finished/approved projects.

GM produce study status update for next meeting.

Eye tracker: MvC informed the committee that he requested a quote from SMI to upgrade both Eye Trackers and Scanners as they said they would be able to provide 250Hz, or perhaps even 500Hz versions, but they haven’t finished designing the new versions so we will have to wait a little longer for the quote.  MvC was also told that it was likely to be just 250Hz instead of 500Hz.  FP thought that 250Hz would be good enough.  YS has found out that in Glasgow they have MEG Eye Trackers with 500Hz which are from a Canadian company.  Both UCL and Helsinki replaced their SMI Eye Trackers with SR ones.  RH asked whether we needed this and would it not be cheaper to just upgrade the ones we have.  YS reported that it doesn’t seem to be that much more expensive to buy brand new systems.  It was suggested that YS check out the UCL one which should be ready in a couple of weeks.
YS to report back regarding UCL Eye Tracker.
Date of the next meeting
Wednesday 26th May at 2pm, in the WWLT.
