"To call in the statistician after the experiment is done may be no more 

than asking him to perform a post-mortem examination: he may be able to 

say what the experiment died of. " 

Sir *Ronald* Aylmer Fisher 

"Statistics are like a lamp-post for a drunken man, more for leaning

on than illumination."

"Change is inevitable except from vending machines."

"A statistician is a person who can go directly from an

unwarranted assumption to a preconceived conclusion." 

"The more ignorant a man is, speaking generally, the more certain he is of

the correctness of conclusions derived by invalid methods from incorrect

premises."

"An expert is someone who comes from another place and brings slides."

"To Experimentalists: Though the mists of life obscure the distant scene

they are undismayed for, in markings near about, they discern the contour

of the land and the portal to the future"

"When we have all the mathematical processes explained we will surely know

the mind of God."

 "What is the point of more construction, when the road leads to

  destruction?"                                 

"The great tragedy of Science - the slaying of a beautiful hypothesis

by an ugly fact." 

"Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity, and

I'm not sure about the former."

'It is better to measure imprecisely that which is relevant, than to 

measure precisely that which is irrelevant.' BMJ, 1997

"Brevity is the soul of wit"

"It is a well-known statistical paradox that the average age of women

over forty is under forty...."

"Statistics were the leg-irons to be clapped on the THUGS of ignorance and

superstition which strangled Truth in lonely byways."

[From J G Farrell's "The Siege of Krishnapur"]                                                       

"It's hard to predict anything, especially the future."           

"You believed in things because you needed to;               

what you believed in has no value of its own, no              

function. ...   A dog scratches where it itches.              

Different dogs itch in different places."                      

"A statistician is a man who can have his feet in the ice bucket

and his head in the oven and say that on the whole he is feeling

perfectly normal."

------------------------------------------------------------

"You haven't told me yet", said Lady Nuttall, "what your

fiance does for a living."

"He's a statistician," replied Lamia, with an annoying sense of

being on the defensive.

Lady Nuttal was obviously taken aback. It had not occurred to her

that statisticians entered into normal social relationships.

The species, she would have surmised, was perpetuated in some collateral

manner like mules.

"But Aunt Sara, it's' a very interesting profession," said Lamia

warmly.

"I don't doubt it," said her aunt, who obviously doubted it very much.

"To express anything important in mere figures is so plainly impossible

that there must be endless scope for well-paid advice on how to do it.

But don't you think that life with a statistician would be rather,

shall we say, humdrum?"

Lamia was silent. She felt reluctant to discuss the surprising depth

of emotional possibility which she had discovered below Edward's

numerical veneer.

"It's not the figures themselves," she said finally, "it's what you

do with them that matters."

The Undoing of Lamia Gurdleneck

KAC Manderville

The above quotation occurs just after the title page of Volume 2: 

Inference and Relationship (2nd edition 1967) of 'The Advanced Theory of 

Statistics' by M G Kendall and A Stuart.

K A C MANDERVILLE is an anagram of MAVRICE KENDALL, which with a little 

Latin licence is equivalent to Maurice Kendall. So Manderville is a 

pseudonym and alas that is the only extant fragment of 'The Undoing of 

Lamia Gurdleneck'.

For what it's worth Volume 1: Distribution Theory begins with the following 

O Henry quotation:

"Let us sit on this log at the roadside," says I, "and forget the 

inhumanity and ribaldry of the poets. It is in the glorious columns of 

ascertained facts and legalized measures that beauty is to be found. In 

this very log we sit upon, Mrs. Sampson," says I, "is statistics more 

wonderful than any poem. The rings show it was sixty years old. At the 

depth of two thousand feet it would become coal in three thousand years. 

The deepest coal mine in the world is at Killingworth, near Newcastle. A 

box four feet long, three feet wide, and two feet eight inches deep will 

hold one ton of coal. If an artery is cut, compress it above the wound. A 

man's leg contains thirty bones. The Tower of London was burned in 1841."

"Go on, Mr. Pratt," says Mrs. Sampson. "Them ideas is so original and 

soothing. I think statistics are just as lovely as they can be."

O. Henry, The Handbook of Hymen.

----------------------------------------------

And Volume 3: Design and Analysis, and Time-Series begins with The Preacher:

"... the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither 

yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet 

favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all."

Ecclesiastes, 9.11.

---------------------------------------------------------------

There was an interesting letter to "The Times" (6 April 1977) as follows:

Sir, Professor Mills today (April 4) uses correlation analysis in your

columns to attempt to resolve the theoretical dispute over the cause(s) of

inflation.  He cites a correlation coefficient of 0.848 between the rate

of inflation and the rate of change of "excess" money supply two years

before.

    We were rather puzzled by this for we have always believed that it was

Scottish Dysentry that kept prices down (with a one-year olag, of course).

To reassure ourselves, we calculated the correlation between the following

sets of figures:

           Cases of

           Dysentry              Increase in prices

          in Scotland              one year later

         (thousands)*                (per cent)

 1966        4.3                        2.5          1967

 1967        4.5                        4.7          1968

 1968        3.7                        5.4          1969

 1969        5.3                        6.4          1970

 1970        3.0                        9.4          1971

 1971        4.1                        7.1          1972

 1972        3.2                        9.2          1973

 1973        1.6                       16.1          1974

 1974        1.5                       24.2          1975

 * Annual Abstract of Statistics 1976, Table 68.

We have to inform you that the correlation coefficient is -0,868 (which is

statistically slightly more significant than that obtained by Professor

Mills).  Professor Mills says that "Until ... a falacy in the figures [can

be shown], I thingk Mr Rees-Mogg has fully established his point."  By the

same argument, so have we.

Yours faithfully,

G. E. J. LLEWELLYN,

R. M. WITCOMB,

Faculty of Economics and Politics,

University of Cambridge,

Sidgwick Avenue,

Cambridge.

Well, in their current election leaflet the Natural Law Party provide the

following data in graphical form:

Crime Rate: Crimes per 1000 population

                            Year

                        1988    1993

                        ====    ====

Metropolitan            102     130

Districts

National                74      110 

Crime Rate

Merseyside              112     94

This is presented alongside some EEGs for brain functioning during Yogic

Flying and the statement that:

- ``Crime in Merseyside fell by 60% compared to national trends between

1988-1993, when a group of about 200 Yogic Flyers was established nearby''

thus their priority is the setting up a group of 7,000 people practising TM

and Yogic Flying that ``will lead to substantially reduced crime and

negativity...'' 
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